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Objective
In November 2021, the SG mandated the drafting of a Guidance Note of the Secretary-General to promote the mainstreaming of child rights across the entire United Nations system.  The Guidance Note is to provide practical guidance to all levels of the United Nations, across all three pillars, and to HQ, regional and field contexts, on the mainstreaming of child rights in all aspects of the organisation’s work.  
This process will be led by a UN Core Group that will provide technical expertise, support, and coordination of comprehensive inter-agency collaboration, as well as meaningful consultation with UN entities, civil society, and children.  Responsibilities within the Core Group will be driven and determined by mandate, available capacities, and with the assumption that this endeavor will be managed within existing resources.  The UN Core Group is composed of OHCHR, UNICEF, OSRSG CAAC, and OSRSG VAC.
Recognition is also given to the fact that the proposed Guidance Note on child rights mainstreaming is aimed at the elevation of the child rights agenda, the importance of identifying the obstacles and barriers to child rights mainstreaming across the UN system so as to ensure that the Guidance is as practical and impactful as possible, and to ensuring strong linkages between the Guidance Note and Our Common Agenda and the SG Call to Action for Human Rights, as well as other organizational policy initiatives such as the review of the UN HRDDP.

Proposed timeframe 
In order to capitalize on the current momentum, focus and attention on the issue of child rights mainstreaming, the core group intends to work towards the finalization of an advanced draft by end-2022, noting that there may be need for some flexibility on the time-frame to ensure adequate and meaningful consultation with all stakeholders.
A broad breakdown of the timeline is as follows:
March – May 2022 – Mapping of existing child rights mainstreaming resources and materials (UN)
April – September 2022 – Initial round of consultation with UN entities, civil society and children (UN and civil society)
October 2022 – Zero draft of Guidance Note developed and agreed by UN interagency core group (UN)
November 2022 – Second round of consultations (UN and civil society)
December 2022 – Advanced draft of Guidance Note finalized (UN)
End-2022/January 2023 – Submission of advanced draft of Guidance Note to EOSG (UN)

Consultation
The Core Group is committed to adequate and meaningful consultation with a broad range of relevant stakeholders working at all levels (global, regional, national and local) from the UN, civil society, and with children, and to factoring in sufficient time to allow for sufficient planning and respectful engagement.  The do-no-harm principle, and child safeguarding will be the primary consideration and determinant in all consultations.  The Core Group also recognizes the need for consultation with a truly diverse range of stakeholders, and will make every effort to ensure that the consultation is inclusive and representative, including from groups that are the most vulnerable, and the most often left behind.  Consultations will take the form of in-person /online discussions, surveys, and requests for written inputs and review.  For all consultations a structured template/questionnaire/interview guide for discussions/inputs will be developed, with full consultation within the UN Core Group, and as relevant, with civil society partners, in order to support systematic outreach through entity-specific platforms and mechanisms.  Different targeted approaches will be needed for different stakeholders.  

Engagement with Civil Society
The Core Group will also consult with key civil society partners from the outset to engage their advice and expertise on the proposed process for the Guidance Note development, as well as on the substance of the Guidance Note itself, and on supporting outreach to and consultation with the broadest range of possible of civil society partners and children.
The UN Core Group will initially consult with Child Rights Connect, and the individual entities of the Joining Forces Alliance to invite inputs and feedback on the process, and to invite specific engagement.
Child Rights Connect and the entities of the Joining Forces Alliance in their individual capacity, as well as any other civil society partners who express interest, may engage in the following ways:
· Contribute inputs and feedback on the proposed process for the Guidance Note development;
· Provide technical expertise on elevating the child rights agenda across the UN for the substantive content of the Guidance Note;
· Provide technical and expertise and support to development of tools and resources for civil society engagement;
· Identify platforms and networks for further consultation with civil society;
· Provide technical expertise and support to development of tools and resources for consultation with children; 
· Lead and support appropriate consultations with children; and 
· Review and provide feedback on substantive content of draft Guidance Note.
