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PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN IN
GLOBAL EVENTS

SURVEY RESULTS 2024

Global events bring together decision-makers from around the
world to discuss crucial issues like education, climate change, and
health. It is important that children are part of these discussions. 

77 are female
47 are male
20 no longer study in school
6 have a disability
6 live in a care facility or live
with foster parents
4 live in a country other than
which they or their parents
were born
2 had to flee their country
because they were not safe
there anymore. 
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What was the age of the respondents?

Bosnia: 2

Ghana: 3 

Sierra Leone: 4 

Albania: 15 

Zimbabwe: 19 

India: 3 

Kenya: 12 

South Africa: 2

Uganda: 1

Nepal: 2

Belgium: 1

Zambia: 8
 

Germany: 1

UK: 2 

Pakistan: 1
 

Peru: 4
 

Brazil: 2
 

Spain: 2

Canada: 1

Colombia: 4

Bolivia: 31

Guatemala: 2

DRC: 1
 

Where were respondents from?

Participants experiencing additional
challEnges

Children and young people were invited
to participate in a survey to understand
their experiences and ideas on how to
make these events more child-friendly,
inclusive, and impactful. Their feedback
will help create guidelines for meaningful
children’s participation in global events.

What did we learn from the children and
young people who filled out the survey
(called respondents)? Find out in the
summary below!

What else do we know about the respondents?



A total of 124 children and young
people took part in the survey,
56% of them have participated at
least in one global event between
2014 and 2024.

               of the respondents have not participated in

global events before. What were the obstacles

mentioned by them?

Lack of
awareness or
information

No funding
available

No passport
or visa not
processed

Biased
selection
process

The youngest
participant was 11
years old at the time
of the global event!

Most of the
respondents were
older than 14 when
they participated at a
global event.



76%

24 delivered a statement or presentation,

12 moderated/participated as a speaker in a
panel discussion,

18 participated in a children's forum which was
happening before/ during/ after the global event,

11 participated as a speaker in a side event,

7 performed during the event,

16 participated as a listener,

2 participated in another way.

What global events did the respondents take
part in?

        

           of the respondents
participated in-person at the event,
the others participated online.

What was the role of the respondents at the
global event?



How were the respondents selected to participate
at the global event?

By whom were they accompanied?

Supporting
organization
decided
without a call
for application
36%

Organizers of the global
event selected the
participants 14%

Other 6%

There was a
public call for
application 6%

Supporting
organization decided
based on an internal call
for application 12%

Peers or the
group
decided 26%

Someone else
9,8%

Teacher or
someone working
at their school
11,5%

Young adult
mentor 4,9%

Parent, family
member or
caregiver 11,5%

Someone
working at
their
supporting
organisation
62,3%

% of the
respondents

% of the
respondents

How many children participated at the global
events besides the respondent?

There were few
children, less
than 5 - 21%

Only the
respondent
was a child  -
4%

There were
many
children,
more than 5 -
75%

% of the
respondents



Opportunity

Representation

Diversity Learning

goals

Active

Support

Lack of time Few child Venue

Event

Language

Beha-

Funding issues

Follow-up

What did the respondents like least about
the global event they participated in?

What did the respondents like most about
the global event they participated in?

The bigger the square, the more
respondents mentioned these

elements in their answer!

to express 
themselves

Thematic
listening

barriers

organisation

participants

viour
of some

adults



Was the global event adapted in a way that children felt
comfortable to participate?

A child-friendly meeting place was used for the global event.

There was a safe, separate child-friendly space available for child
participants to get prepared, socialise and chill.

I felt comfortable and confident participating at the global event
because they organized the discussions, workshops and activities
in a child-friendly way.

Was the global event inclusive, meaning that diverse group
of children could participate?

I think all the children who were present at the global event could
participate equally. This means that none of the children faced a
challenge to participate because they had a different or special
need.

I felt that all children at the event were treated with respect and
care. Every child at the event could choose how they want to
participate.

We had enough time during the event to exchange and learn
about each other.

I was asked which name/ pronoun I would like to use during the
global event and my choice was respected by the adults.

76%

71%

74%

70%

77%

74%

70%

We asked the children and young people to
share more details about the global event

they participated in.

 Here and on the next pages
you can see the questions

and the % of the respondents
who said the statement was

true for their experience.



Was their participation  impactful and adults acted

responsible?

I was asked for feedback at the end of the event.

After the event, I could participate in meeting(s) to talk about

how the global event went and future activities.

Organizers of the global event informed us about the ways our

views and suggestions were used.

I felt like my participation at the global event had an impact.

There was a summary report about the global event which was

accessible and understandable for children and it was shared

with us afterwards.

Was their participation voluntary and did they agree to

everything that happened at the global event?

I was clearly informed that I can change my mind and stop

participating at any time that I wanted.

I could say no if I did not want to do something at the global

event and the adults respected that.

69%

73%

66%

87%

74%

87%

84%



Was their participation at the global event  interesting for
them?

I was interested in the topics discussed in the global event and I felt

like it was connected to my life.

Did they feel good about the adults around them?

I felt like that the adults supporting my participation at the global

event, had the right skills, knowledge and confidence to work with

children.

I felt that adults supporting my participation did not try to

influence what I wanted to say.

Did they feel respected?

I had opportunities to share my opinions, concerns and ideas and I

was listened to.

My existing time commitments (to study, work, play, etc.) were

respected and considered by the adults.

My culture, religion and values were taken into consideration by the

adults (e.g. time for prayers, appropriate food provided etc).

Did they feel safe before, during and after the global event?

I felt safe and comfortable during the global event.

None of the adults at the global event made feel unsafe or

uncomfortable in any ways.

94%

87%

93%

87%

96%

93%

87%

89%



Still asking about their feeling of safety!

I knew where to go for help if I felt unsafe during the global event.

There was a Safeguarding Officer or Focal Point whom I could go for

help I felt unsafe or uncomfortable during the global event.

I did not have any negative consequences at home, in my school or in

my city because I participated at this global event.

Nothing bad happened to me online, for example I did not receive bad

or mean messages or comments on my social media because of my

participation at the global event.

I was explained that photos and videos will be taken at the global event

and I gave my consent OR I refused them and it was respected by the

adults.

Did they receive accurate and enough information and got

prepared for the global event?

I understood my role at the global event and what I could achieve with

my participation.

I understood what this event was about, and the roles and

responsibilities of everyone involved and key steps to prepare for the

event.

I took part in meetings before the event to get prepared, including to

prepare my intervention or speech and ask my questions.

98%

84%

89%

93%

96%

88%

89%

90%



“I will suggest that more
young people should be

given the opportunity to
participate in global

summits and conferences
which concern them.” 

2. The safety of the children participating at global events needs to be
ensured among others by creating a safe and child-friendly environment and
establishing safeguarding procedures and putting in place measures.

4. Children at global events should have more opportunities for interaction
between themselves and for fun.

“Since it's not every child who
can participate physically , so
if more children are provided

with smart devices and
packages to have access to the

amazing information being
shared or displayed that can

seriously improve child
participation.”

1. There should MORE opportunities for ALL children to participate in global
events. Children with special needs need to be included and provided  with
information in an accessible format.

What were the recommendations of the
children and young people concerning child

participation in global events?

3. There should be more support including financial support and other type
of assistance such as interpretation.

“I believe working
with children has a
lot of concerns to
be addressed to. We

normally don’t
have support over
this events. And in
doing so meaning

they’re not
working to

protect or assist
us the children.”

“Establishing clear guidelines,
feed back mechanisms, adult
support and training, global

networking.”

“Create a online safe

environment: Establish

strict safety protocols

like parental consent,

secure platforms, and

monitoring to protect

children from

inappropriate content or

interactions.” 

“Think about a medical team”

 “They must also have
interpreters in global evens

because some affected children
are not coming because they feel

discouraged when not speaking
fluently whilst they have

rampant of problems in their
areas especially in mining areas.”

“To improve on child
participation, there

should be a space for
them to connect with

their peers from
different countries in an
in-person programs to

get them more informed in
cultural exchange facts.”

“Create a functioning safe
space and not just a formal one
(so don't just say that there is

a safe space, create a safe
environment). Create child-

friendly materials and make it
known to other adults

beforehand, especially ones
who haven't worked with

children before that they need
to speak in a child-friendly

manner.”

“Overall it's just to let
them be children and let

them express
themselves, also don't
treat them as adults.”

“Incorporate
interactive, fun

activities: Include
games, challenges, or
creative workshops

that are both
enjoyable and

educational. This keeps
children engaged while

learning.”

“Events should be financially
accessible to everyone either by fully

funding the attendees or partially
funding the attendees   And if it’s self
funded the amount should be payable
especially for us in an economically

unstable country”

“Links should be sent to everyone
for everyone to apply and get a

fair chance to attend rather than
being sent to leaders/ custodians

of child participants.”

“Have a safeguarding policy”

“Children have social spaces
among themselves where

they can organize
themselves without feeling
trapped or dependent on the

decisions of adults.”



5. Child participants at global events need to be Respected and get recognition.

“If children participate
in these global events
they should be awarded

certificated so that
they maybe recognized
in their communities.”

“For me I prefer face to face (in-person)
meetings in the future for children and

young people as there will be enough time
to discuss and share ideas as compared to

online meetings, more activities and
engagement should be initiated as this

should be a continuous process to create
the change we want to see.”

“Do not influence children to say
things that were only in the statement
that was given to them. Do not always

try to keep them "in line" because
after all they're children. Take into
consideration their insecurities and
how it can affect them during the

global event.” 

“I would request the

guests invited to speak

not to be in a hurry to

leave to attend to

other matters but to

set aside the day for

engaging children needs

fully and answer

children questions.”

“All the discussions on the rights of the
child conducted by the United Nations are

now involving children, in virtual or
physical space. But, the discussions are

often not followed by a status report of
what was discussed, and actions to be taken.

This makes children like us feel that our
voices are heard, but not responded to.”

“children before the
event are given a
brief analysis of

what will be taking
happening.”

Adults need to 

“Clear instructions and a direct
form of information. It’s always
more difficult when you have to
gather information from a lot

different sources. Also somehow
show the results or progress

that the personal participation
has had.”

“Let them be a part of the
planning phase and select

topics as well as fun activities
with your guidance.” 

“Network with the
children know them at
an individual level it

helps them feel
noticed,Give them the

same level of
attention.”

‘Respect for eachother so that theenvironment is safeand comfortable
for everyone.”

6. Child participation in global events is a process, it includes preparation and
information-sharing and follow-up.

7. Child participants at global events want to see Real impact and action
from adults.

to children

 listen more 

This summary was prepared by Child Rights Connect: Zsuzsanna Rutai,

Child Empowerment and Safeguarding Officer, Imen Talhaoui Associate

Programme Officer and Pallavi Baraya Programme Intern.

If you want to learn more about the standards on child

participation in global events, please visit this website.

_November 2024_

https://www.dialogue-works.com/improve-the-future-of-childrens-participation-in-global-events/

